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cultivators had to toil hard.
AGRICULTURAL LABOUR :

Labour was one of the means of agricultural
production in Rayalaseerna. There were two classes of
labours and serfs. The serfs who worked throughout the day
and night on the farms were tied to the land. The condition
of life of hired labour was better than these people. They
did not even have freedom. They were transferable along
with the land, when sold. They were brought to or forced to
be serfs to clear off the debts owed to the landlord98.
According to Vignaneswara of a slave rescued his master
from eminent danger, he should be allowed to have the
share of a son". Anyhow their conditon was not so
precarious as stated by Buchanan and other western
travellers who visited South India, a little feter in the medieval
period. The bonded labour had been in existence in
Rayalaseema till recently, when the State Government
passed emancipation acts.

The trends in the agrarian systems of Rayalaseema
during the period under study indicate that there was a
continuous growth of the non-cultivating class and institutions
and the details of which would be discussed in the next
chapter. Here it may be pointed out that this class was a

> Ira&i - Travels rfNizoh Conti, P. 31.
9. Vigw&eslimm> The M&okskarct'. Quoted by Appadorai in Economic C&ndtitidns in